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RE: Testing of Hot Sticks
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A question has been caised concersing Lhe testing of hot aticks that
are uged primarily for disconnecting energized high voltage aurface lines, In
particwlar, clarilication i3 needed to determinc it a new hot stick needs to be
sestad initially vror to being put into service.

 West Virginia Code 29A.2.40(53) states, “disconnecting or eutout
switches 5o onergized high-voltage surface lines shall be operated only with
nsalated sticks, [use tongs, or pullers which are udequately insulated and
maintained to protect the operator from the voltage wo which he is pxposed.
When such switches are operated from the ground, the persod operalingsuch
devices shall wear protective rubber gloves.”

This portion uf the code clearly requires that insulated sticks, tungs, or
pulters 1o be maintained. In order to maintain a safely device or provik for
an established level of protaction you must first determine if the devicaeets =~ .
the desired level initially. This can only be accomplishoﬂi;f_sy utilishg a
recognized standard of testing to certify the device at.“.__l’ggrst mee 2
pre-established level. Once this degree of protection has beeIE veritiet
offorts can he directed loward maintaining the device, 4188 Y
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